NEC-PIAC Report to the Conservation Council of Ontario, November 14, 2010
CCO at the Public Interest Advisory Committee (PIAC) of the Niagara Escarpment Commission

The Public Interest Advisory Committee (PIAC) of the Niagara Escarpment Commission (NEC) comprises a group of individuals that represent non-governmental organizations which are interested in appropriate landuse and conservation of resources within the Niagara Plan Area. Current representation to the PIAC includes the Conservation Council of Ontario, Bruce Trail Conservancy, Ontario Nature, C.O.N.E. (as amendment specific reps for Ontario Nature), Ontario Stone, Sand, and Gravel Association, and the Ontario Federation of Agriculture.    

The PIAC assists the NEC by providing a preliminary review of Niagara Escarpment Plan amendment applications that are made originally to support proposed changes in policy or land use designations which require an amendment to the text and/or Appendices and Maps of the Plan. Frequently amendment applications are made as part of the development planning and review process. The PIAC determines if amendment applications are frivolous and if not then the PIAC deliberates on the merits of individual applications and makes decisions and recommendations which are provided to the Commission to guide them in a further review. In this review process the PIAC members provide a level of technical knowledge and capability that supports the Commission whose members are not typically as knowledgeable in these matters.    

Chris Hart is the CCO representative to the PIAC. He is a Biologist, Environmental Planner and Landscape Architect and has provided representation to this committee since 1986. During 2010 the PIAC has not been very active with only three meetings to review 1 amendment application and 1 proposed policy change involving minor house keeping issues.

The following plan amendment was considered and is still active; for further information please see the Niagara Escarpment Commission website at:    www.escarpment.org  

HAROLD SUTHERLAND - PG 167 07
To amend the NEP so that an existing quarry (Keppel Quarry) operation can expand into a headwater area near to an ANSI and a Provincially Significant Wetland. The proposed Niagara Escarpment Plan amendment to amend the NEP from Escarpment to Mineral Resource Extraction Area was rejected by the P.I.A.C. based on a motion by CCO. This item has now gone to the Commission for review.
NEXT 2010 MEETING:
The next meeting of the P.I.A.C. is on November 30, 2010 to review an application by Dufferin Aggregates for their Acton Quarry.

DUFFERIN ACTON QUARRY - PH 180 
Dufferin Aggregates, a division of Holcim (Canada) Inc., has applied to amend the Niagara Escarpment Plan to permit an expansion of their Acton Quarry.  The property is located at Part of Lots 19, 20, 21, 22 and 24, Concession 3 and Part of Lots 20, 21 and 22, Concession 4 in the Town of Halton Hills, Region of Halton.  The application proposes to change the designation of the subject lands from Escarpment Rural Area to Mineral Resource Extraction Area (77 hectares) and from Escarpment Rural Area to Escarpment Natural Area (56 hectares). 

Dufferin has also submitted Planning Act applications to amend the Region of Halton Official Plan, the Town of Halton Hills Official Plan and zoning bylaw and has applied to the Ministry of Natural Resources for a Class A Licence under the Aggregate Resources Act. 

Dufferin has submitted numerous technical reports in support of its applications.  These reports can be found at www.dufferinactonquarry.com/en/whatsnew/whats_new.asp  A Joint Agency Review Team (JART) has been formed to review the technical reports.  The members of JART include the NEC, the Region of Halton, the Town of Halton Hills, the Ministry of Natural Resources, Conservation Halton and Credit Valley Conservation. 

The Joint Agency Review Team (JART) will host a Public Information Centre on Monday, November 29 from 6:30 to 9 pm at the Acton District High School, 21 Cedar Road, Acton.  The open house will begin at 6:30 followed by a presentation and question and answer session at 7pm. 

For further information, please contact Nancy Mott-Allen, Senior Strategic Advisor and JART Chair at 905-877-8363.
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