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By

CCO’s Nominee on the TOARC Board

It has been a pleasure to spend another year working with a group of others committed to furthering efforts to minimize the impacts of and to optimize the subsequent recovery of sites where aggregates are extracted to meet our society’s continuing demands.  
Serving on TOARC’s Board, my legal obligation is to TOARC, but I believe that my fellow Board Members and staff would report that the attitudes I bring justify CCO’s continued support and I trust CCO will continue to agree.
I encourage my fellow CCO Members to visit the TOARC website (currently being revamped) and to look through the last Annual Report (2009) which includes the usual stats and project lists, but also documents a couple of particularly interesting research projects, - http://www.toarc.com/home.asp :
· Tallgrass Prairie Restoration
· Establishing Alvar Mosses on Quarry Floors
Since that report, the Board also has approved in principle a research study by Dr. Paul Richardson: Determining the timespan and ecological conditions necessary for afforested environments to support ancient-forest indicator herbs.  The focus of the research is to determine the protocols and timeframe under which aggregate producers might create offsets to replace forested or other habitats disturbed by aggregate extraction.   The research is being carried out at the Centre for Ecosystem Resilience and Adaptation (University of Waterloo) with the assistance of Dr. Stephen Murphy.  Certain conditions, suggested by the Board, such as a peer review, etc. are currently being worked through so final approval can be given.
I n reporting for this CCO AGM, I would like to highlight three matters.

1. The State of the Aggregate Resource in Ontario Study:  TOARC provided significant funding to allow for thorough efforts in the Provincial project, initiated by the premier.  The project reports were released in February, updating and expanding information previously studied in 1992.  The information is provided in a consolidated (summary) report and six commissioned papers, which are publically available to interested parties at: http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/Business/Aggregates/2ColumnSubPage/286708.html 

· Consolidated Report

· The Value of Aggregates;

· Aggregate Consumption and Demand;

· Reuse and Recycling;

· Aggregate Reserves in Existing Operations;

· Future Aggregate Availability and Alternatives Analysis;

· Rehabilitation.

2. Money: The Board and Staff of TOARC has, as most trustee bodies have, devoted significant attention over the last couple of years to the management of capital funds, affected by the economic downturn.   While TOARC Assets were not shrunk as badly as those of many other organizations’, the assets we depend upon did suffer.  2009 and 2010 have provided some recovery, but concern remains and we initiated a review of our investment policy, ongoing at the time of writing.
When the fees we collect and disburse were increased (to 11.5 ¢ per Tonne), TOARC’s share remained at ½ ¢. These funds are devoted to rehabilitation of abandoned pits and quarries (never licensed), research and education.  The managed assets must provide the revenue for our costs for TOARC’s own operations to collect manage, audit and disburse the remaining 11¢ to the various levels of government, to report industry statistics and rehabilitation of pits and quarries for which licenses have been revoked  
3. Rehabilitation Statistics: To date, over 4.5 million has been spent to rehabilitate almost 420 hectares of land. These lands have seen transformations from otherwise non-productive end uses to agricultural, wetlands, grasslands and recreational areas.

While individual rehabilitation projects continue and are documented in the Annual Report, a major effort was a review of all the over 6,000 files TOARC had taken over from MNR and the integration of new files developed under contract in the newly designated areas of Northern Ontario. We will be in position to develop consistent reporting on our progress 

At the end of June (2010) the following trends were being seen re abandoned aggregate for sites reassessed:
· Developed................................................................ 210

· Licenced .................................................................. 126

· No historical extraction ............................................   14

· Naturalized (to create new habitat) ...........................501

· Rehabilitated (by owner) .......................................... 172

· Situated on Crown Land ..........................................     3

· Landowner Not Interested*....................................... 231

· Rehabilitated by MAAP/MNR ....................................302

· Total Files Closed:.................................................. 1,559
 (*Note that TOARC is unable to act if the landowner is not interested)
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